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C I 1 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



NAMES of the Members appointed to try and determine the Matter of the Petition 
complaining of an undue Election and Return for the Borough of Athlone. 

William Beckett, Esq. 1 Raikes Currie, Esq. 

Honourable William Owen Stanley. William Cripps, Esq. 

William Lockhart, Esq. [ Henry George Ward, Esq. 

Chairman JOHN SOMERSET PAKINGTON, Esq. 



Mercurii , 6° die Martii, 1844. 



The Names having been called over; and the Members being all present. 

The Petition of Patrick Kelly and others, Electors, complaining of an undue Election 
and Return for the Borough of Athlone was read. 

Mr. Talbot and Mr. Pickering appeared as Counsel for the Petitioners. 

Mr. Austin, and Mr. Serjeant Wrangkam, appeared as Counsel for the Sitting Member. 

The Names of Messrs. Wimburn 8p Collett were given in as Agents for the Petitioners; 
and, 

The Names of Messrs. Burgoyne, Thrupp Sp Clark as Agents for the Sitting Member. 

The room was cleared. 

The Committee deliberated, and came to the following Resolutions 

“ That Counsel will not be allowed to go into matters not referred to in their opening 
statement, without a special application to the Committee for permission to do so. 

“That if costs be demanded by either party, by clauses 84 to 88 of 4 & 5 Viet., c. 58, the 
question must be raised immediately after the decision on each particular case. 

“That the Committee expect, that with respect to cases of bribery, which it is intended to 
bring home to the Sitting Member or his Agents, the Counsel for the Petitioners will now 
state the names of the electors bribed, and those of the persons who actually gave the bribe. 

“The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a power, upon the special application of 
Counsel, to proceed with any case which tends to inculpate any principal or agent, the 
knowledge of which case has been brought out before the Committee in the progress of the 
investigation, with the circumstances of which the parties could not be reasonably supposed 
to have been previously cognizant. 

“ That no witness shall be examined, who shall have been in the room during any part of 
the proceedings.” 

The parties were called in, and the Resolutions read to them by the Chairman. 

Mr. Talbot then stated, that he was under the necessity of applying to the Committee for 
an adjournment to the following day, as from unavoidable circumstances the witnesses on 
whom he relied to prove the case on the part of the Petitioners had not yet arrived. 

Mr. Talbot proceeded to call evidence in support of his statement. 

Richard Moss was called, sworn, and examined by Mr. 2'albot. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Austin. 

On the following question being put by Mr. Austin to the witness, “What are the names 
of the gentlemen to whom you applied for funds previous to the case being placed in the 
hands of Messrs. Wimburn & Collett?” the Witness declined to answer. 

Mr. Austin applied to the Committee for a direction to the Witness to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Talbot was heard against Mr. Austin’s right to put the question. 

The room was cleared. 

The Committee deliberated. 

Resolved, “ That the question cannot be put.” 

The parties were called in. 

Mr. Moss was again called in ; and his cross-examination resumed. 

Re-examined by Mr. Talbot. 

97. a 2 Mr. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





[ 4 ] 



Mr. Austin was heard in opposition to the application for adjournment. 

Mr. Talbot was heard in reply. 

The room was cleared. 

Motion made (Mr. Ward)—" That the summonses for the Witnesses not having been sent 
from London until Thursday the 29th of February; and the money, the tender of which 
was necessary to complete the legal summonses, not having been forwarded until Friday the 
1st of March, it is the opinion of the Committee that due diligence to secure the attendance 
of the Witness has not been used by the Petitioners, and that the Committee cannot con- 
sequently accede to the adjournment solicited by their Counsel.” 

The Resolution was put and agreed to. 

The parties were called in, and informed thereof. 

Mr. Talbot then stated, that before proceeding to open his case he had an application to 
make to the Committee relative to the attendance of a witness named Mark Quin, whose evi- 
dence was essential to his case, and whose attendance they were not able'to obtain without the 
interference of the Committee, as he was at this moment confined in Roscommon gaol for 
debt. He proposed to tender evidence on the subject, and 

J. A. Hamilton, Esq., M. p., was sworn, and examined. 

Mr. Talbot was heard. 

The room was cleared. 

The Committee deliberated. 

“ Resolved, That it appears to the Committee, that Mark Quin, whose evidence is stated 
by the parties promoting the Petition to be essential to the establishment of their case, is now 
in confinement in Roscommon gaol for debt, and that his attendance cannot be secured 
without the intervention of the House ; and that the Chairman be instructed to report the 
circumstances to the House, in order that they may take such measures as to them shall 
seem fit.” 

Parties called in, and informed thereof. 

[Adjourned to the next day, at Eleven. 



Jams, 7° die Martii, 1 844. 



The Names were called over ; and the Members being all present, 

Mr. Talbot proceeded to open the case in support of the Petition. 

Mr. Godfrey Featherstone sworn, and examined by Mr. Talbot- 

Mr. Featherstone put in the Poll Books. 

Michael Curley sworn, and examined by Mr. Pickering. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Austin. 

Thomas Augustus Attray sworn, and examined by Mr. Talbot. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Austin. 

On Mr. Austin proceeding to cross-examine relative to the period at which he considered 
himself retained for the Petitioners, Mr. Austin stated that it would be more convenient 
if he could defer that part of the examination, if Mr. Talbot would consent to his re- 
calling the witness subsequently. 

Mr. Talbot acceded to the arrangement. 

James Roper sworn, and examined by Mr. Pickering. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Wrangham. 

At this stage of the proceedings Mr. Talbot stated, that the witnesses whom he had called, 
up to the present time, and on whom he had relied to prove the case of bribery as against 
the Sitting Member or his agents, having, on their examination on oath before the Com- 
mittee, given evidence in direct opposition to the statements which they had previously 
made to “his clients, and having reason to suppose that the same thing might occur with 
the witnesses who still remained to be examined, he did not feel justified in recommending 
his clients to prosecute the inquiry any further. 

Mr. Serjeant Wrangham was heard. 

The room was cleared. 

“ Resolved, That John Collett, Esquire, is duly elected a Burgess to serve in this pre- 
sent Parliament for the Borough of Athlone.” 
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LIST OP WITNESSES. 
Mercurii, 6° die Martii, 1844. 



Mr. Richard Mosse - - - - - -p. 5 

George Alexander Hamilton, Esq. m. p. - - p. 14 

Jovis, 7° die Martii, 1844. 

Mr. George Featherstone - - - - -p. 15 

Michael Curley - - - - - - -p. 16 

Mr. Thomas Augustus Altree - - - - p. 22 

James Roper - - - - - - -p. 24 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Mercurii , 6° die Martii, 1844. 



MEMBERS PRESENT: 

William Beckett, Esq. ■ I Raikes Currie, Esq. 

Honourable William Owen Stanley. William Cripps, Esq. 

William Lockhart, Esq. | Henry George Ward, Esq. 

J. S. PAKINGTON, Esq., in the Chair. 



THE Petition of Patrick Kelly and others, against the return of the sitting 
Member, was read. 

Mr. Talbot and Mr. Pickering appeared as Counsel for the Petitioners. 

Agents, Messrs. Wimburn S,' Collett. 

Mr. Austin and Mr. Serjeant Wrangham appeared as Counsel for the 
sitting Member. 

Agents Messrs. Burgoyne, Thrupp 8$ Clark. 

Mr. Talbot applied for an adjournment of the Committee, and stated 
that he should have been obliged to make it on account of the absence of 
a witness of the name of Marcus Quin, who was confined in Roscommon 
gaol ; that application had been made to the Speaker for an order to require 
his attendance, but that the Speaker had intimated that the proper course 
would be, that the Chairman of the Committee should move the House for 
an Order for his attendance ; that the other witnessess who had been sent 
for had not arrived ; that exertions had been made to' procure their attend- 
ance, but that, in consequence of the late high winds, the letter which had 
been sent on Thursday for the purpose, had not arrived in Athlone suffi- 
ciently early to secure their being present to day. 

Mr. Austin was heard against the application for an adjournment, and 
stated that the sitting Member had not, till the present moment, received 
any intimation that such an application would be made ; that in ordinary 
cases, and at Nisi Prius, if a postponement were applied for on account of 
the absence of witnesses, evidence was given to show that due diligence 
had been used to procure their attendance ; that there was no evidence 
before the Committee in the present case to that effect, or to explain why 
the witnesses were not forthcoming. 

Mr. Talbot stated that he was prepared with evidence for that purpose. 



Mr. Richard Mosse, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Talbot. 

1 . What is your Christian name ? — Richard. 

2 . Have you been in communication with parties in Athlone with respect 
to the procuring of evidence in support of the case of the petitioners ? I 
have. 

or. B 3- Wha t 
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Mr. Richard Mosse. 



6 March 1844. 



3. What are you? — A private individual. 

4. Have you no profession ? — No. 

5. You are connected, I believe, in some way with Athlone ?— Yes. 

6. Did you at any time despatch to Athlone summonses for the attendance of 
witnesses upon this petition ?— I did, on Thursday evening last, having previ- 
ously intimated to them that I would send for them. 

7. What is the course of post between London and Athlone ? 

8. Committee .] To whom was the previous information sent ?— To a person 
of the name of Lynch, that I would send him the summonses for the 
witnesses. 

9. And that he was to wait for further communication from you?— Yes. 

10. Mr. Talbot.] You had previously informed him you would send sum- 
monses for witnesses ? — Yes. 

1 j . Had you been in previous communication with Mr. Lynch, as to the per- 
sons to be summoned ?— Yes. 

12. On Thursday night you sent summonses accordingly? — Yes. 

13. Committee .] By post? — Yes. 

14. By the Thursday’s post?— Yes ; in the usual course of things that would 
have arrived on the Saturday morning. 

15. Who is Mr. Lynch?— An auctioneer at Athlone, I believe, and a butcher 
as well. 

16. Mr. Talbot.] A partisan, I believe, of the Conservative party there ?— A 
very strong partisan. 

1 7. The same side as the petitioners ? — Yes, the same side. 

18. Committee.] They ought to have arrived on Saturday morning ?— At six 
o’clock. 

1 9. Mr. Talbot.] Have you any means of knowing by other correspondence, 
whether the course of post between London and Athlone has been protracted 
lately?— By a letter I received from Colonel Smith, I find that my letter with 
the London postmark on the 29th, did not arrive at Athlone till the Sunday 
morning, and they could not serve the summonses on that day, but the follow- 
ing morning they were served. 

20. Have you got Colonel Smith’s letter ? — X have. 

20. * Will you read it ? — 

21. Committee.] Who is Colonel Smith ? — A gentleman living in Athlone. 

22. Did you write to him ? — I wrote to him by the same post. 

23. Mr. Talbot.] And here is the answer, which I will read : “ My dear Sir, — 
Your letter to me, dated the 29th of February last, and that from Mr. Hand,” — 
who is Mr. Hand ? — A gentleman who was over with me, getting up the case. 

24. A solicitor?— Yes. 

25. “ Enclosing the summonses to Mr. Lynch, arrived by post this morning, 
and this being Sunday, the summonses could not be served, but they will be 
attended to to-morrow.” Both letters bear the postmark of the 29th of February. 
“ I trust that the delay of 48 hours may be satisfactorily accounted for;” signed 
J. S. Smith. Directed to Mr. Mosse. Here is the post-mark, “ Athlone, 
March 3d.” ? — That is so. 

26. Committee.] When did that come ? — Last night, at half-past four o’clock. 

27. Mr. Talbot.] I believe the witnesses have not arrived? — No, there was 
no witness. I should state to the Committee, that it was necessary to have 
the deputy clerk of the peace for the county here, and I sent off a letter to him 
on Saturday night ; he got it on Monday morning at Mullingar, in the same 
neighbourhood, and came off directly, but he was obliged to post up to Dublin, 
and he is here. 

28. Committee.] That was two days after the other letter? — Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Austin. 

29. You describe yourself as a private individual ? — Yes. 

30. And Mr. Hand is an attorney? — Yes. 

31. An Irish attorney?— An English attorney. 

32. Does he live in London ? — Yes, in Chancery-lane. 

33. Who conducts the petition, you or Mr. Hand? — Messrs. Wimburn & 
Collett conduct the petition now; it was transferred into their hands last Monday. 

34. As I understand you, the conduct of this petition was not transferred to 
them till last Monday?—! think it was Monday. 

35- Will 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




COMMITTEE ON THE ATHLONE ELECTION PETITION. 7 



35. Will you be so good as to say who conducted the petition up to that time, 
you or Mr. Hand? — Mr. Hand. 

36. Did he conduct it from the commencement? — No, he was engaged in 
getting up the evidence. 

37. Who did conduct it from the commencement ? — I did. 

38. Do you live at Athlone? — No. 

39. Did you ever live there ?— No. 

40. Do you live in London ? — Yes, in Westminster. 

41. Who made application to you to conduct the petition ?— The electors of 
Athlone. 

42. Give me their names? — Pat Kelly and others, Lynch. Fallon, Colonel 
Smith and others. 

43. Kelly, Lynch, Fallon ? — And Colonel Smith and others. 

44. Who were the others ? — I cannot recollect the names ; I was in corres- 
pondence with others. 

45. Have you incurred expenses in getting up the case? — Yes. 

46. And paid them out of your own pocket ? — Yes. 

47. Who is answerable to you for those expenses ?— What do you mean ? 

48. You know what I mean ; who is answerable for the money you paid out 
of your pocket ? — To me, no one. 

49. Do I understand you, that you have paid money to get up the case 
without looking to any one for reimbursement ?— Yes. 

50. Upon your oath, you say so? — Yes, I have said so already. 

51. Patrick Kelly, the petitioner, is not responsible to you ?— No. 

52. Patrick Fallon is not responsible to you ?— Certainly not. 

53. Nor Marshall? — No. 

54. Nor Keeling ?— Nor any one on earth. 

55. None of the petitioners are your clients in this matter? — They are not 
clients to me. They requested me to take up the petition ; I have got letters 
here to show that it was no fishing of mine ; 1 have got letters here requesting 
me to take it up, in consequence of my political connexion with Athlone. 

56. This, I presume, was before the matter had come at all into the hands of 
Mr. Hand? — Yes. 

57. Before Hand’s fingers had been laid upon it? — Yes. 

58. As to your political connexion with Athlone, when did that commence ? 
— At the last general election, in 1841. 

59. Did you incur any expenses in respect of former petitions touching the 
present election ?— Yes, I have incurred expenses as to former petitions on 
account of Captain Beresford. 

60. Have you incurred expenses in respect of a former petition touching this 
election ? — I do not know that I have ; I am not certain. I know that I have 
been concerned in the two last petitions for a friend of mine, Captain Beresford, 
and I think that I have been out of pocket something like seven and thirty 
pounds as a balance, but whether that was any part of it on the first election, I 
cannot say. 

61. Committee .] You told the counsel that you had been out of pocket money 
advanced by you on a former petition ; what petition was that ? — Either against 
Mr. Farrell or against Mr. Collett, but I cannot say positively ; I rather think 
it was the expenses on Mr. Farrell’s petition. 

62. Mr. Austin.'] In point of fact, there was a petition against Mr. Collett? — 
That I had nothing to do with. 

63. Were you present when the committee assembled upon it ? No. 

64. You did not manage that ? — No. 

65. And you mean to tell the Committee that none of the petitioners here are 
your responsible clients ? — I must correct myself ; I said that I had nothing to 
do with the petition ; I had nothing to do with it more than, I think, the day 
before there were some patties came to me, and I was to take an active part in 
it in case the petition should go on, but it did not ; but further than that, I did 
hot take any part. 

66. You took an active part in it in case the petition should go on ; then you 
did take a part ? — Yes, I did. 

67. Was application made to you?— Yes, by a relative of Captain Beresford. 

68. To find means to carry on the petition? — Yes. 

q., B 2 69. Committee. ] 
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69. Committee.'] Which petition was that ? — 

Mr. Austin stated that Mr. Collett was returned at the last election, on 
the 30th of May, which was the election now petitioned against ; that on 
that occasion a petition had been presented against the return within 14 
days ; that when it came on to be tried, the petition was dismissed, and 
that this was a second petition against the same return. 

69. * Mr. Austin.] You have said that an application was made to you ; was it 
to find funds for that petition ? — Yes. 

70. Did you do so ? — No. 

71. Did you make application for them? — No, I did not. 

72. What was the active part you alluded to as having taken ?— I said that 
if it went on, I would give them a guarantee for so much towards the expenses. 

73. You told them upon that occasion that you would guarantee so much 
towards the expenses if it went on ? — Yes. 

74. Whose guarantee was it to be?— My own. 

75. Your own note of hand? — My own letter or guarantee. 

76. Would they not take it?— Yes, Mr. Jackson was perfectly contented 
with it. 

77. Did the petition go on ? — No. 

78. Are you sure you mentioned no other name as a guarantee than your 
own ? — I am certain of it. 

79. You do not look to the petitioners here to be reimbursed ?— No. 

80. How much money have you spent about this proceeding ? — I really have 
not calculated, but not much. 

81. How much, Ido not ask you to a pound, but how much should you 
think? — I cannot say exactly ; I should think under 100/. 

82. Has all the money which has been spent for the purpose of getting up 
this case come out of your pocket ? — It has all come out of my pocket up to the 
time of Messrs. Wimburn & Collett taking it up. 

83. Every thing, up to the time when Messrs. Wimburn & Collett were 
retained, has come out of your pocket ? — Yes. 

84. And it has been about 100 Z. ? — Less than that. 

85. Something under that? — Yes. 

86. Will you tell the Committee to whom you look for reimbursement ? — If 
you recollect, I have told you to no one. 

87. Will you swear to the Committee that you look to nobody? — Yes ; I will. 

88. Hear the questions before you begin to answer them. Do you mean to 
tell the Committee that you look to no one to be reimbursed the 100 Z. you have 
advanced ? — No ; I do not. 

89. You have told us that you are not a native of Athlone, and not connected 
with it?— Politically I am. 

90. You are not a voter ? — No. 

91. You live in London, do not you ? — Yes. 

92. And have done so for years ? — Yes. 

93. What induced you to give 100Z. to get up a petition, you having no con- 
nexion with Athlone? — I was very anxious about Captain Beresford, and I 
thought the thing could be brought out to seat him. 

94. Have you advanced the sum of 100Z. out of friendship to him? — Yes, and 
a vast deal more. 

9,5. You have advanced that 100/., and do not expect to be repaid? — No ; I 
do not, unless there was a candidate going down, I might ask him to do it, but 
that would not weigh a drop of water in the bucket with me ; I wanted to return 
a Conservative for Athlone. 

96. Then, are your precise expectations of this sort, that if you fail you 
are not to look to any one to reimburse you ; but if you succeed in turning 
out Mr. Collett, you will make an application to the Conservative candidate to 
do so ?— I might or might not ; I think it would be a very fair application if I 
did make it. 

97. During what space of time have you been advancing the money you speak 
of? — From the time the petition was presented, but principally lately, in going 
over, and taking Mr. Hand over, to get up the case. 

98. It has been principally in taking over Mr. Hand the 100/, has been spent ? 
— I do not say that it is 100/. ; it may be. 

99. We 
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99. We are treating it as a sum about that ; how much under do you think it 1 
is ? — I know it was not 100/. quite. 

100. Is it 50 /. or 100 /.? — Seventy or eighty pounds. 

101. If I understand you aright, that money, whatever it is, has been expended 
principally in the personal expenses of you and Mr. Hand?— Yes. 

102. Tavern bills and travelling expenses, has it been in that way? — Yes. 

103. The great bulk has been so expended ? — Yes. 

104. Have you spent anything in preparing my learned friend’s briefs? — 
Yes ; Mr. Hand prepared the briefs. 

105. Was any of that 70 /. or 80 /. spent in preparing the briefs ? — Mr. Hand 
prepared the briefs, and that was part of the expenditure. 

106. Will you answer my question distinctly ; has any part of your 70 /. or 
80 /., or whatever it is, been spent in preparing the briefs ? — Yes ; of course when 
he went over to prepare his case, money has been spent on it. 

107. Has or not any of the money advanced by you been expended in that 
way ?— It has. 

108. Can you tell how much? — No. 

1 09. Will you tell the Committee this, how much money have you spent in 
the personal expenses of yourself and Mr. Hand, in going to Athlone and back 
again?— I suppose somewhere about 50 /. or less ; from 40 /. to 50 /. 

1 1 0. About how much has been advanced for preparing the briefs ? — Not one 
shilling ; Mr. Hand was getting up the case for the briefs ; I did not advance him 
any money for that. 

111. How much have you handed over to him ? — Not one shilling on account 
of briefs. 

1 1 2. Have you given Mr. Hand a single shilling for any purpose whatever ? — 
For travelling expenses I have. 

113. Have you not included that in the 40 /. or 50 /. ? — Yes. 

114. Did not you pay that yourself ? — Part I gave to him. 

1 15. Exclusive of that money for travelling expenses, have you given him a 
single farthing? — No. 

116. Is it not clear, therefore, that not a farthing of your money has gone to 
prepare the briefs ? — No, I have not given Mr. Hand any money for that. 

117. You have accounted for about 40 1. or 50 /. which was spent in personal 
expenses, supposing there to remain about 30 /. to be accounted for, how has that 
been spent? — There have been different expenses incurred in getting up the 
petition ; this was my second journey to Ireland respecting it. 

1 1 8. Forty or fifty pounds was expended upon vour late journey to Ireland ? — 
—Yes. 

119. You went over before that in September, did not you ? — Yes. 

120. How much was spent then? — From twenty to five-and-twenty pounds. 

121. That would run the amount up to 70 /.? — Yes. 

1 22. Does that include the entire outlay you have made ? — Yes, except some 
trifling outlay for getting up the petitions. 

123. What was that trifling outlay? — I cannot say; but under a sovereign 
I have no doubt. 

124. Is it not true that whatever the sum maybe, which you have expended 
of your own money, has been expended either in the journey in September, or 
the" journey the other day, or the 20s. or 30 s. which you have last mentioned? — 
Yes, that is the whole. 

125. You have spent nothing else? — No. 

1 26. And that has all been spent upon yourself or Mr. Hand? — Yes. 

127. And the 20 s. for trifling expenses? — Yes. 

128. What were they ? — The getting up of these petitions. 

129. You mean the cost of the slieeps-skin and the writing? — There were two 
or three petitions ; they had to be corrected. 

j 30. Have you paid one farthing to the witnesses ?— Not one sixpence. 

131. You have not given them a single sixpence to enable them to come to 
this country ?— I sent money on Saturday uight lor the witnesses. 

1 32. You mean Saturday night last ?— No, Friday night. 

133. Friday last? — Yes, which should have got to Athlone on Sunday 
morning. 

134. How much ?— Fifty pounds. 

135. Was that your owm monev? — No, Messrs. Wimburn & Collett’s. 

97. ’ b 3 136. That 
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136. That was on Friday night last ?— Yes. 

1 37. There is no doubt of that ?— No. .... 

1 38 Tell me the form in which that money was sent? — By a bank post bill. 

130'. Did you see the bill yourself?— I did ; I got the bill myself. 

140. Where did you get it ? — At the Bank of England. ^ 

141. Who gave you the cheque by which you procured it r— No one; 1 did 
not procure it by a cheque ; I paid the money tor it. 

142. Sovereigns? — No, bank notes. 

143. Who gave vou them ?— Messrs. Wimburn & Collett. 

144. 1 want you to tell me whose hand it was from which you got them.— 
There were Mr. Wimburn and Mr. Collett, and Mr. Attree, I tlunk the name was 
there ; I cannot say who it was that gave it me. 

145. It was one of them who gave you the money ? - 1 es. 

1 46. That is the whole money which has been sent over ?— Yes. 

147. And till then not a single shilling had been sent over for the witnesses . 

148. Till then was there a single penny forthcoming in the shape of a fund 

to carry on this petition? — No, there was not. . 

140 Committee.] How many witnesses were to come ’—Eight or nine ; 1 can 
give a list of them if the Committee wish ; there were eight. 

1 .50 Mr. Austin.] All the witnesses are from Athlone r- \ es. 

: Had you made any application for funds in the meantime, before you 
went to Messrs. Wimburn & Collett?— No, I cannot say particularly that I had; 
I recommended to two parties to do it. , . „ T j , 

1 42. Whom were the two parties to whom you so recommended f— I do not 
see that I am bound to tell that ; if the Committee require it, of course I will do 
so ; but if I go as a matter of confidence to a private gentleman, 1 do not see 
that I ought to make use of his name in the matter. 

153. Will you answer this question immediately and explicitly, or appeal to 
the Committee to protect you. What is the name of either of the two gentlemen, 
if there were two, to whom you made application for money to carry on the 
petition ?— Unless by an order from the Committee, I w r ill not answer that. 

Mr. Austin requested the Committee to direct the Witness to answer. 

Mr. Talbot objected to the examination as irrelevant to the subject before 
the Committee. 

[The Witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Austin stated, that he wished to show that this petition was one con- 
cocted for the purposes of a person at Athlone ; that there was no bona fide 
intent to carry it on ; that there was no regular preparation for the trial of 
it ; that, no money was sent to the Witnesses, who therefore could not, under 
such circumstances, he expected to be here ; and that on these accounts 
there was no ground on which the application for an adjournment could be 
sustained. 

The Committee-room was cleared. 



After a short time the Counsel and parties were called in, and informed, 
that the Committee had decided that Mr. Austin should not press the last 
question. 

Mr. Mosse— l recollect it was on Mr. Farrell’s election I was minus the 
sum I stated ; I did not advance a shilling on the part of the late petition against 
Mr. Collett. 

154. Mr. Austin .] Who employed Messrs. Wimburn & Collett on the pre- 
sent occasion ?— I went to them, to ask them to take up the petition. 

155.. You went to them to ask them to take up the petition ; when was that ? 
— I had been in communication with them a fortnight, I suppose ; I cannot 
recollect to a day ; I do not want to evade the question. 

156. What was the first day you were there?— I cannot recollect ; I was in 
constant communication with them on other business ; it is a house I have 
known these 1 0 years. 

157. Cannot you recollect upon what day you first made that application to 
them? — I cannot ; I should say about 10 days or a fortnight back. 

158. Are 
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1 5 8. Are you responsible to them for the costs of prosecuting the petition ?— 
I told them that I would be responsible to a certain amount, if they did not 
get a gentleman to take it up. 

1 59. You told them you would be responsible to a certain amount, if they did 
not get a gentleman to take it up ? — I asked them for money on my account, 
till they could get a gentleman to take it up. 

1 fio. You asked them for money ? — That was the original application. 

161. Did they advance you any money? — I got 50 1. 

162. Did they advance any thing besides that ?— Towards the expenses of the 
petition they have advanced money. 

1 63. How much ? — Altogether 1 50 /. 

164. Two hundred pounds then? — No, 150/. altogether. 

165. Let me repeat the question to you, and answer it distinctly; are you or 
not responsible to them for the expenses ? — For the 150 /. I am ; I gave them 
an I. O. U. for it. 

1 66. Are you responsible to them beyond the 150/. ?— No. 

167. That is the limit of your responsibility? — Yes, at present; up to this 
time it is. 

168. Are you responsible to the amount of the I. O. U. only, or respon- 
sible to the extent of all the costs that may be incurred? — I am, to the amount 
of the I. O. U. 

169. Do you understand my question ? — Yes, and I have answered it. 

170. Beyond the 150/. do I understand you to say that they are to go on at 
their own risk ? — Yes. 

171. Is any body responsible to them beyond that 150/. ? — I cannot tell the 
secrets of their office. 

172. You employ them, according to your statement you are responsible to 
them to the amount of 150 /. ; are you not their client ? — That I cannot distinctly 
answer. 

173. Do you know who is? — I do not. 

1 74. I do not ask you any name ? — I do not know. 

175. Will you attend to the question ; I do not ask you any name, but I ask 
you this, has any name been mentioned as being the name of a person who, 
under any event, was to pay the money to defray the costs of this petition ? — No 
name whatever ; and if there is any person that is responsible to them, it is a 
client of theirs unknown to me. 

175. So far as you know the client is to the extent of 150 1., and beyond that 
they go on at their own risk? — Yes. 

177. When was this bargain concluded with them? — I think on Friday 
night. 

178. Last Friday night ? — Yes. 

179. You have been talking about it for a fortnight ; have you been bargain- 
ing with them all that time, and did not come to a conclusion till then ? — I had 
been in communication with them to get a client of theirs to take it up. 

1 80. You had been in communication with them to get a client of theirs to 
take it up ; had that client a name, I do not ask you what it was ? — Not known 
to me. 

181. It is true that somebody was talked about, but the name was not men- 
tioned to you ? — There were one or two names mentioned to me, but I did not 
know who it was ; I believe they were in communication with one or two gentle- 
men desirous of getting into Parliament. 

182. Those names were mentioned by Messrs. Wimburn & Collett to you? — 
I mentioned to Messrs. Wimburn & Collett, that I considered that there was a 
most conclusive case of bribery against the present sitting Member for Athlone ; 
that I considered it a very safe seat for any gentleman to take up, who wished to 
get into Parliament. 

183. And you mentioned the names of one or two gentlemen? — I did not. 

1 84. Did they mention the names ? — Yes, one. 

185. Afterwards did they? — They mentioned being in communication with 
one or two gentlemen upon that subject. 

186. With reference to the seat at Athlone? — Yes. 

187. Did you not learn from them, upon that occasion, that any such gentle- 
man who was to go down to Athlone, upon the vacancy, was to bear the costs 
of the petition ? — That was the nature of my application to them. I was not 
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able to afford it. I could not have any personal hostility to Mr. Collett ; but I 
could not carry on the petition myself ; hut being a strong partisan of my party 
Has anxious to see somebody do it ; and to show that I did not hsh for this 
beg to read this letter of the 8th of August, as showing the grounds on which I 
took up the petition, that it was at the suggestion of the electors. 

i S8. P Will you answer my questions ?— I think when I am personally attacked, 

1 X*:;“3 £ L. beyond the 50/., fromMessrs. Wimburn & 

Collett?— Yes. . „ , , ... 

190. How has that been applied ? — It has not been applied. 

101 . Is it in your possession still ? Yes. s(l , 

192. Do you consider it as applicable to the liquidation of 70 Z. or 80 Z or 
100 1. or not?— No ; for the purposes of the petition, or the election expenses, 

193. You are answerable to them for that 1007, orwhatever the sum is . 

Re-examined by Mr. Talbot. 

1 94. Did you receive instructions directly from any or all of the petitioners, to 
forward the purposes of their petition ?— I did. 

195. From whom? — Particularly from Kelly and Fallen. I have been more in 

correspondence with them ; but when I was over, a short time ago, I saw all the 
petitioners there. . 

196. The petition was presented upon the 17th of August ; when was it you 
received a communication from those parties?— On the 10th of August in 
consequence of this letter; I had previously heard that Captain Bedford had 

a petition, in consequence of which, I went to Messrs. Vizard S. Lemon, who 
had prepared the petition for him, and showed Urn this letter, and mentioned 
that the parties at Athlone were apprehensive that Captain Beresford and his 
agent were going to relinquish it, and if they would give me a copy of the 
petition, I would send it over, and have it presented. 

197. Was it sent over, and returned to you signed, as it now is on the table 

° f 198.^ pursuance of that petition, did you go with Mr. Hand the solicitor, 
to Ireland, to get up the evidence in support of the petition .—1 did. 
i oq. You employed yourself at Athlone for that purpose ? — Y es. 

2o'o. You had been connected with Athlone before, had not you?— Since the 

election of 1841. . ^ f „„„ 

201 . You gave an answer just now as to getting up the briefs s ; what do you 

understand bv that ; has it reference to what took place at Athlone . 1 he 

getting up the evidence, that is what I consider the getting up the briefs, for 
without that, the briefs could not have been got up. ...... 

202. Have Messrs. Wimburn & Collett received a retainer from the peti- 
tioners signing this petition, authorizing them to proceed with it ; do you know 
the fact?— I wrote to Mr. Lynch, to send me it, and he said he would have 
it sent. 1 had an authority generally from them to act for them on the part of 
the petitioners, and I authorized Messrs. Wimburn & Collett to do so. 

203. Do you know that they required a retainer from the parties themselves ' 
— I do. 

204. And they obtained it? — I do not know. 

20 r ). Are those the signatures of the petitioners ? — \a paper being shown to 
the Witness , ]. They are. I forwarded that myself to Athlone by Messrs. Wim- 
burn & Collett’s desire. . . . ^ 0 „ .. 

206. Who was the party who conducted the petition against Mr. Collett 
before? — Mr. Maguire. 

207. Was that the person who applied to you for funds? No, it was a rela- 
tive of Captain Beresford’s that applied to me, and introduced to me a solicitor 
to conduct it; then Vizard & Lemon, finding there were no funds, said they 
would not go on. 

208. Mr. Austin .] That was the last occasion? — Yes, I did not give one 

shilling towards it. . . . T , 1 

’ 209. Committee.] A paper has been handed in, when was this sent to Ireland . 

— Some day at the beginning of last week, I think Monday or 1 uesdav last. 

210. In last week ? — Yes, I think it was Monday ; it might have been Saturday 
week ; I am not certain. 

211. Mr. 
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211. Mr. Talbot.'] Whose writing is the body of it? — I do not know. 

212. Committee.] What is the date of that letter?— The 8th of February. 

213. I think you said that Thursday last was the first time you sent any 
summonses for witnesses ? — Yes. 

214. Up to Friday there was no money forthcoming for the payment of the 
witnesses ? — I received money on Thursday from Messrs. Wimburn & Collett, 
but too late to get the post bill ; I wrote then to Colonel Smith, and on Friday I 
sent the post bill. 

215. Did not you say that up to Friday there was no money from any source 
to pay the witnesses ? — Not sent to Athlone ; it was on Friday I sent it ; on 
Thursday I got it from Messrs. Wimburn & Collett, but it was too late to get 
the post bill, and I wrote to Colonel Smith that I would forward it by the follow- 
ing post. 

216. Too late to get the money at the Bank ? — It was a quarter to five o’clock 
when I got the money from Messrs. Wimburn & Collett. 

217. When did you know the day fixed for the trial of this petition? I sup- 

pose the day after it was fixed in the House. 

218. Why did not you send over sooner?— I had been in communication with 
Mr. Lynch, and I told them to have the witnesses in readiness. I have been 
in constant communication with him. 

219. Having them in readiness, was not sufficient. How was it that having 
three weeks’ warning of the day upon which the petition was to be tried, you 
did not send an intimation to that effect to Athlone till Thursday last ? — I did 
I think, the day after the Committee was fixed ; I wrote to them, to say, the day 
on which it was fixed. 

220. What was the particular object in writing on Thursday last? — Sending 
the summonses. 

221 . From whom did you obtain them ?— Mr. Hand. 

222. Why were they not obtained and sent sooner?— I cannot exactly tell; I 
thought there would have been no difficulty about their coming. 

223. You thought it would be soon enough?— I thought it was quite suffi- 
cient, as they had previous notice to be in readiness to come over. 

224. I suppose the real difficulty was, that funds were not forthco mi ng? — 
There could not be any difficulty as to sending the summonses. 

225. You did not expect the witnesses to come without their expenses being 
paid ? — I would not send the money till the last moment ; it might have been 
spent before they came. 

226. Had you sent the money on Monday, instead of Friday, the witnesses 
would have been here to-day? — If I had sent it; but even then, I was very 
cautious about sending the money, for fear it might be spent. 

227. To whom did you send the money ? — To Colonel Smith. 

228. Were you afraid of his spending it?— I desired him not to give it them 
till the last moment. 

229. Why did not you send to Colonel Smith in time for the witnesses to 
come before ? — I considered that writing to him on Thursday night, when they 
would be in readiness, was sufficient ; I wrote to him that I would send the 
following evening, and I thought it would have been quite sufficient, and was 
confident they would be here to-day ; I think there has been a delay in their 
arrival in consequence of the late gales, that the mails in Dublin did not arrive 
in time. 

230. You have carried on correspondence with Athlone, by letter? — Yes. 

231. And you state that the ordinary course of post from London to Athlone 
is only two intervening nights ? — 1 have never found any thing to the contrary 
till the present instance. 

232. You state that up to Monday, (was that last Monday) you had the 
conduct of this petition? — Yes. 

233. In whose handwriting is the body of that note ? — I do not know. 

234. Did you ever see it before ; how long had you it in your possession before 
you sent it over ? — I never saw it before. 

235. Mr. Talbot.] (through the Committee.) Do you adhere to the answer that 
you sent it over to Ireland? — I did. 

23d. Did you send this paper ?— No, I did not ; I sent over that Messrs. Wim- 
burn & Collett Were going to take it up, and they should have an authority 
from the petitioners to do so. 

97. C 237. Mr. 
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Mr. Richard Mosse. 237. M r> Austin.] Do you know when it was sent over? — Either on Monday 

„ ~ last or the Saturday previous. 

o March 1344- 238. Committee .] How do you know it if you never saw it before? — I do not 

know that the paper was sent, but I wrote to Mr. Lynch to send it over. 

239. You wrote to Mr. Lynch to send a retainer to Messrs. Wimburn & 
Collett ; had you ever written to him before to tell him it would be wanted ?— No, 
that was the first intimation I made on the subject; I did not think that 
Messrs. Wimburn & Collett would have required it ; it is hardly ever asked 
in Committees. 

240. Can you explain why the conduct of this petition has been handed over 
so frequently from one to another ? — I got Mr. Hand to assist me in it, to be 
prepared so as to be in a position if I got parties to take it up. 

241. Why did you hand it over from Mr. Hand to Messrs. Wimburn & 
Collett ? — If a client of Messrs. Wimburn & Collett’s was to come forward, 
they would conduct the petition if they were to find the money ; they were to 
conduct the petition of course. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Austin was heard against the application for an adjournment, and 
contended that under the circumstances proved by the witness, the whole 
petition was of a frivolous and fraudulent character, and that therefore no 
application for indulgence with respect to it would be listened to by the 
Committee; that the application was not supported by any evidence to show 
that due diligence had been used to secure the attendance of the witnesses, 
but that, on the contrary, it had been proved by the witness that the sum- 
monses were not sent till Thursday, and the money for the expenses of the 
witnesses till Friday, and that under these circumstances there was no 
ground on which the Committee could grant the adjournment which was 
asked for. 

Mr. Talbot was heard in reply, and contended that there was proved to 
be a bond fide binding retainer in the hands of the agents for the Petitioners ; 
that nothing had been done in the present petition which was not very 
commonly done, and nothing meriting the appellation of a fraudulent pro- 
ceeding ; that the summonses were proved to have been sent on Thursday, 
which in the usual course of things would have been time enough for the 
witnesses to have received them so as to have been here to-day, and that 
the money which was sent on Friday would have been received in time to 
have been given to the witnesses for their expenses ; that under such cir- 
cumstances he submitted due diligence had been used, and that the arrival 
of the witnesses had been prevented by circumstances over which the 
Petitioners had no control. 

The Committee-room was cleared. 

After some time the Counsel and parties were again called in and informed 
that the Committee had Resolved : — 

“ That the summonses for the witnesses not having been sent from London 
until Thursday the 29th of F ebruary, and the money, the tender of which 
was necessary to complete the legal summons, not having been forwarded 
until Friday the 1st of March, it is the opinion of this Committee that due 
diligence to secure the presence of the witnesses has not been used by the 
Petitioners, and that it cannot consequently acceed to the adjournment 
solicited by their Counsel.” 

Mr. Talbot applied to the Chairman to move the House of Commons 
for an order requiring the attendance of Marcus Quin. 

The Chairman stated that it was necessary that evidence should be given 
of the fact, on which the motion to the House might be founded. 

George Alexander Hamilton, Esq., m.p., was called in ; and, having been sworn, 
was Examined by Mr. Talbot, as follows : 

G. A. Hamilton, 242. DO not you represent the city of Dublin ? — I did ; I am Member for the 
Eaq., m. p. county now. 

243. Were you requested to use your good offices with The Speaker, with 

respect to the attendance of a witness before this Election Committee ? — On 

Friday 
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Friday night, as I was going into the House, Mr. Mosse handed me this petition 
which I have in my hand, and begged I would present it ; I read it over ; it is a 
petition stating that a man of the name of Quin was in custody in the gaol of 
Roscommon, that he was a material witness, and that he could not be brought 
over without an order from the House ; I went to The Speaker and showed him 
the petition, and, in consequence of a communication I had with The Speaker, 
I gave the petition back to the gentleman who handed it to me. 

244. What was the nature of the information you received from The Speaker? 
• — The Speaker told me he thought the proper course would be for the parties to 
apply to the Chairman of the Committee and obtain an order from him. 

245. Committee .] When did this conversation take place ? — On Friday 
night. 

246. Friday last, the 1 st of March?— Yes, perhaps I should state that I am 
not acquainted with any of the parties connected with the petition ; it was put 
into my hands as an Irish Member, who was seen going into the House. 

247. Had you any communication with the Member for Bridport on the sub- 
ject ? — When the petition was given me I met Mr. Cochrane ; Mr. Mosse was 
by at the time, and he told me that he had had some communication with The 
Speaker also previously, and The Speaker had told him the same. 

248. You learned from The Speaker that Mr. Cochrane had applied to him? — 
He said that an honourable Member had applied to him. 

249. He did not say when, but you are sure it was previous to your applica- 
tion ? — It must have been. 

250. Was it on the same night, did you learn? — I do not recollect; my 
impression is that The Speaker spoke to me as if it had been some time previous ; 
I give my general impression. 

251. How far is Athlone from Dublin? — I never have been there; lean 
hardly say ; about 40 or 50 miles, I should think. 

Mr. Talbot delivered in The Speaker’s Warrant, with an indorsement 
upon it, of service upon Marcus Quin, in the gaol of Roscommon. 

Mr. Austin applied that a list of the persons alleged to have been bribed 
might be now furnished to the Petitioners, in order that the evening’s post 
might be saved. 

Mr. Talbot objected to such a course. 

The Chairman intimated that this must be left to the discretion of Mr. 
Talbot. 

[Adjourned till To-morrow at Eleven o’clock. 



Jovis, 7 ° die Marti i, 1844 . 

J. S. PAKINGTON, Esq., in the Chair. 

The Names of the Members were called over ; all present. 

Mr. Talbot was heard to open the case of the Petitioners. 

Mr. Godfrey Featherstone, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Talbot. 

[The poll-book was produced.'] 

252. DID you receive this poll-book at the last election ? — Yes. 

Mr. Austin admitted that Mr. Collett was returned by a majority of six 
votes over Mr. Beresford. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Austin. 

253. Do you live near Athlone ? — No. 

254. Do you know Mr. Farrell ? — Yes. 

255. Do you know him in any other way than having been at Athlone ?— I 
have known him many years. 

07. c 2 256. Has 
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256. Has he represented Athlone before the last election ? — I think not. 

256. *Do you know any thing about the state of parties there, or the politics 
of the town ? — Not very much. 

257. He was unseated, you remember? — Yes. 

258. During your visits to Athlone, since that time, have you heard any thing 
about Mr. Farrell’s intentions with respect to future candidates ?— 

Mr. Talbot objected to the question. 

The question was waived. 

Re-examined by Mr. Talbot. 

259. Have you seen Mr. Farrell lately ? — Not for several months. 

260. Mr. Austin.] Have you seen Mr. Farrell since the last election? — Yes. 

261 . Once, or more than once? — Two or three times. 

262. At Athlone? — No. 

263. Where have you seen him ? — In Dublin ; I saw him here since the last 
election. 

264. When did you see him in Dublin ? — Several months ago ; I cannot say 
exactly. 

265. Did you meet him walking in the streets ? — Yes. 

266. Committee.] You say you have seen him in London? — Yes; I saw him 
after the last petition. 

267. Mr . Austm.] Have you seen him in Dublin since the petition ? — Yes, it 
was after ; I cannot say how long. 

268. September or October? — I cannot fix the month. 

[The Witness was directed to withdraw. 

Michael Curley , sworn ; examined by Mr. Pickering. 

269. DO you five at Athlone ? — Yes, I do, your honour. 

270. You are a voter, are you not ? — Yes. 

271 . Do you know Mr. Collett? — I do not think I would know him if I saw 
him now. 

272. Have you seen him ? — I saw him once. 

273. When did you see him ; was it before the last election ? — About the 25th 
or 26th of last March. 

274. Before the election ? — Yes. 

275. Who was with him ? — Mr. Farrell. 

276. Where was it? — At my house. 

277. They came to you there together, did they ? — Yes. 

278. Who was with them besides ; any one ? — No one. 

279. What did they say to you when they came to you ? — He came and told 
me that was the man that they were bringing to sit as a candidate for the 
town. 

280. What else did he say to you ?— I told him, in consequence of Mr. Far- 
rell, I would give my interest to Mr. Collett. 

281. Did Mr. Collett say any thing to you? — He thanked me ; no more. 

282. Did he say any thing else? — Not one ha’p’orth else, at present. 

283. Did he make any promise to you ? — No, he never promised me anything, 
nor I never received any thing from him. 

284. Did Mr. Farrell say any thing to you at that time ? — Not at that time, he 
did not ; but some time after, in the coarse of some time after, he was speaking 
to me, he told me he would be kind to me, in consequence of the former election, 
when I voted for himself ; Mr. Collett never promised me a ha’p’orth. 

285. When did Mr, Farrell say that to you, that he would give you something 
in consequence of the last election ? — After Mr. Collett’s election. 

286. Did they say any thing more to you at that time? — Not one word. 

287. Have you ever been examined on this subject before?— No, I never 
was. 

288. Have you been questioned, I do not mean upon oath, upon this subject ? 
— No ; there are several Curleys in the town besides me ; I never was. 

289. Were you not questioned this morning? — There was a gentleman asked 
me about it this morning; I think that is the gentleman, I do not know his name, 
(Mr. Attree) 

290. Tell 
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290. Tell me ; did nothing more pass when Mr. Collett and Mr. Farrell came 
to your house before the election, except that which you have told us ? — Not one 
word, not a sentence. 

291. You have told us all that Mr. Farrell or Mr. Collett said at that time ? 
— I have. 

292. That you swear? — Yes, on oath. 

293. Did you vote at the election? — I did. 

294. For Mr. Collett? — Yes. 

295. After the election, did you see Mr. Farrell again ?— I did. 

296. When did you see him after the last election ? — In June. 

297. Last June? — The election was on the 1st of April, and I saw him in 
June. 

298. Was that the first time you saw him after the election ? — I saw him, 
but I had no opportunity to address him. 

299. You had not spoken to him till then? — No. 

300. At what time in June was it? — Some time in the middle of June- 

301. What did you say to him, when you saw him in the middle of June ?— I 
told him I was a little embarrassed at the present, I had been processed by some- 
body, and would he oblige me with a trifle of money. 

302. Mr. Austin .] When was that ? — In June. 

303. Mr. Pickering.'] You asked him for a trifle of money ? — Yes. 

304. What made you ask him for money ?— The former time, when I voted 
for him, he promised me he would give me 20/. ; he was the candidate before 
that, but on Mr. Collett’s behalf he never promised me a farthing. 

305. What did he say to you in June, when you asked him for money ? — That 
he had none at present about him. 

306. Did you say any thing more to him ?— Nothing then. 

307. Did you say any thing about the last election, when Mr. Collett was 
returned ? — No, there was nothing about it ; he never spoke of it, he never made 
mention of his name. 

308. When did you next see Mr. Farrell, after the 18th of June? — In the 
course of the week he came into the town, when I was labouring in the country ; 
he sent a messenger up to me, and was going to oblige me with a trifle, but I was 
not at home, and he went home again. 

309. Mr. Austin.] You did not see him then ? — Not that time either, nor the 
time he did come, when he left 5 Z. ; I got 5 /., which he left afterwards. 

310. Mr. Pickering.] When did you get 51. from him? — I got 51. on the 
24th of October ; It was not out of Mr. Farrell’s hands that I got it. 

311. Did you get the money from Mr. Farrell himself ? — No, never. 

312. Never at any time? — Never a shilling; he came twice and I was not at 
home, and he left it with another ; I never got a shilling out of his own hands. 

313. Did you ever get any money from any one else? — Never a shilling. 

314. Never from any body? — No; I had 51. of the gentleman who left it. 

315. You never received beyond that 51. from any hand at all? — I did from 
the Reverend Father Wallace. 

3 1 6. When was that ? — The 24th of October. 

317. Do I understand you to swear that you never at any time received 
money from the hand of Mr. Farrell ? — Never. 

318. Never in your life ? — No, never in my life; he promised it, and came 
with it, but I happened not to be on the place. 

319. Committee.] You said that Mr. Farrell promised you ; have you ever had 
any money which he promised you since ? — No ; he promised me for his own 
election that he would be kind to me in the course of 14 days. 

320. That was what you alluded to just now ?— Yes ; I never received any 
money from him. 

[The Witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Pickering stated that he now proposed to ask the Witness, with a 
view of contradicting him, whether he had not this morning given a different 
statement to that which he had now given. 

Mr. Austin stated that Mr. Pickering had better put the question, and 
then he might object to it. 
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The Witness was again called in. 

321. Mr. Pickering. 1 You say you know this gentleman (Mr. Attree .)'! — I 
saw him this morning. 

322. Do you remember having some conversation with him this morning? — 
He called me to have some conversation. 

323. Do you recollect speaking to him about the time of Mr. Collett and Mr. 
Farrell coming to your house before the last election? — He was speaking to me 
on it. 

324. Did you make replies to the questions he put? — Yes, to some of them, 
but not to every one. 

325. Bear in mind the time when Mr. Collett and Mr. Farrell came to your 

house before the last election, calling your memory to the conversation which 
passed this morning ; did you not tell this gentleman this morning that at that 
interview to which I call your attention 

Mr. Austin objected to the question. 

Mr. Talbot suggested that the question should be completed before the 
objection was made. 

The objection was waived. 

326. Mr. Pickering.'] Did not you this morning state to this gentleman here, 
that at the time when Mr. Collett and Mr. Farrell came to your house before the 
last election, Mr. Collett said these words, “ Mr. Collett, in the presence of Mr. 
Farrell said, that in 14 days after the election he would behave well to you and 
give you something handsome?” — He dictated rules for me, but I tell you there 
was no such thing ; he wanted me to say that in 14 days after the election Mr. 
Collett was to give me 20 /. ; he never promised me any money, nor never gave 
me any. 

327. Committee.'] You have been asked by the counsel whether you did or 
not make that statement this morning ? — He dictated it for me ; he had a paper 
drawn up to that effect ; that I know nothing at all about. 

328. What was your answer to that question dictated by him? — For that 
point I do not care what papers he had drawn up ; he had whole sheets of paper 
which I knew nothing at all about. 

329. Mr. Talbot.] Did not that gentleman, when he examined you, take down 
in writing what you said ? — No, he did not. 

330. Did you not say to that gentleman, in answer to questions he put, the 
words which have been put to you by this gentleman, “ that in 14 days 
Mr. Collett said he would behave well to you ?” — Mr. Farrell told me in the 
course of some time that he would be good to me, in consequence of the former 
election ; Mr. Collett never promised me ; I say so to you. 

331. Did he tell you he would be good to you in consequence of what you did 
at the former election, when he came to you with Mr. Collett ? — He did not. 

332. When was it he said so? — After the election; I have never seen Mr. 
Collett from that day to this. 

333. You are not asked that ; the question I put to you is this, whether at 
the time that you did see Mr. Collett, it was not said by Mr. Farrell that he 
would be good to you in consequence of what was done at the former election ? 
— In the course of a few days he did ; but Mr. Collett never spoke three words 
to me. 

334. I am not speaking of what Mr. Collett said ? — Have not I told you what 
Mr. Farrell said already? 

335. At the time that Mr. Farrell said this to you, did you speak to him of 

Mr. Collett’s election ? — He told me 

336. At the time that Mr. Farrell said this to you, did you speak to him of 
Mr. Collett’s election, and what he had done there ? — No ; it was well known of 
old. 

337. Committee.] Was Mr. Collett by when Mr. Farrell told you that? — 
He was in London ; I never saw him to this day after the election. 

338. Where was it? — In London, or some other part of the country. 

339. Where was it that you spoke to Mr. Farrell ? — I think it was in Athlone ; 
he lives 14 miles from the town. 

340. You 
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340. You applied to him in the town ? — I did ; for I was in necessity. 

341 . Mr. Talbot.'] Did not you remind him that you had voted for Mr. Collett ? 
— Yes ; he was aware of it. 

342. Did you tell him then that you had voted for Mr. Collett ? — No, I did not. 

343. Nor any thing of the sort ? — No. 

344. That you swear ? — That I swear. 

345. At the time that Mr. Farrell and Mr. Collett were with you, when you 
were canvassed for your vote, did not Mr. Farrell say, “ that he could not give 
you the money before, because of the petition ?”— He made no mention of money 
at all to me. 

346. That he could not be good to you before? — He told me that he would 
be hind to me in the course of a few days ; he told me that, but he never pro- 
mised me a shilling. 

347. He told you at the time when he came with Mr. Collett, that he would 
be kind to you ? — Of course not at the same time, he only walked in when Mr. 
Collett came, and introduced him as the man who was to set up for the borough ; 
and I told him with regard to my friend Mr. Farrell, I would give him my inte- 
rest, and Mr. Collett shook hands with me, and walked out. 

348. Did not Mr. Farrell say any thing ? — I had no conversation with him. 

349. When was it Mr. Farrell said he would be good to you ? — About a 
month or two after that. 

3,50. You told me just now that Mr. Farrell had said that to you about being- 
good to you, some time after the election ; you told me also, he said so at the 
time he was with you when Mr. Collett was there ? — That he promised me. 

351 . That he would be good to you ? — Yes ; that he would be good to me. 

352. Did he say when? — No ; in the course of a short time after, he said he 
could do nothing for 14 days. 

353. When did he say that ? — After the election. 

354. Did you wait 14 days ? — I did, till June. 

355. In June you applied to him ? — I told him I was in need of a trifle of 
money, and he told me he had none then. 

356. He did not refuse you ? — He did not refuse me, but he did not give 
me any. 

357. Did you remind him of what, he had said before, that he would do when 
the 14 days were over ? — I did not go so close upon that ; I did not ask him 
about any thing, but I told him I was in need, 

358. Mr. Farrell does not give to any body, does he ; did you tell him why 
you asked him ? — No. 

359. He knew it? — I cannot say; I know he did not make any remark 
about it. 

360. Did not he say, “ You have no right to ask me for money,” or some- 
thing of that sort? — No ; he made me no reply of that kind. 

361 . What was his reply ? — That he had no money about him. 

362. When did you see him next? — The 24th October; he came to look for 
me, and I was not at home. 

363. And you did not see him? — No. 

364. When did you have the 51 .? — On the 25th of October which follows, 
but not out of his hands ; I had it from Father Wallace. 

365. Do you mean to swear that that was the first 51. you received ? —I swear 
it now ; it was the first, and last, to a certainty, and I did not receive that from 
Mr. Farrell’s own hands, nor did not see him. 

366. Did Father Wallace tell you where it came from ? — Why, he did. 

367. What did he say to you ? — He asked me what the money was for, and I 
told him I was processed by a friend for a trifle of money ; and lie said, “ Mr. 
Farrell was here yesterday looking for you, and you was not to be found.” 

368. And here is the money? — Father Wallace gave me the 51. 

369. What had you to do with Mr. Farrell ?•— He was not in it. 

370. How came you to connect that with Mr. Farrell’s name just now ’—Did 
not I say that I had made an application to him ? 

371. For 51.1 — Yes. 

372. How long before you got it from Father Wallace ? — The day after, I sup- 
pose Mr. Farrell left it. 

373. Do you remember at the time that Mr. Collett and Mr. Farrell came to 
you, when he told you that this was the gentleman to stand for Athlone ; do you 
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Michael Curley, remember any thing of that kind ’—There was no conversation with Mr. Collett 
at all. 

7 March 1844. 374. You had better hear what I am going to ask you, before you answer ; did 

not you hear Mr. Collett say that whatever Mr. Farrell said was law ’—Law, what 
about law ? I do not remember any thing. 

375. That whatever Mr. Farrell said, he, Mr. Collett, would uphold?— I sup- 
pose he had determined to observe the law, but the gentleman made no remark 
about law that I heard. 

376. Did not Mr. Collett say, in your bearing and the hearing of Mr. Farrell, 
that whatever Mr. Farrell said should be law, or he would uphold ?— I vow to 
God he never did. 

377. Upon your solemn oath, did not you tell this gentleman, this morning, 
that he did say so ? — I tell you he drew up a whole lot of papers, to see if I 
would answer every thing to suit his inclinations. 

378. Did not he, when he examined you, tell you that he wished the truth 
from you upon your oath ?— I have told the truth this present moment ; if I was 
to die in this room I could not say one sentence more. 

379. Did not the gentleman, when he began to examine you, say that he was 
doing so for the purpose of getting the truth from you, and nothing else ? — He 
made no remark of that kind. 

380. Have you seen Father Kilroe this morning ?— At that time I never saw 
through the paper that was drawn up. 

381 . Is this the paper ? — I believe it is. 

382. Have you seen Father Kilroe this morning? — I vow to God I have not. 

383. When did you see him last?— He was on the road, coming with me yes- 
terday. 

384. In the train ?— Yes. 

385. Did he come over in the same boat with you ’—Yes. 

386. And you saw him there ? — Yes. 

387. Did you come from Athlone with him ’ — Not the whole way ; the very 
man that I fancy was the man who brought the trouble about, was one of the 
party along with them, and we had no conversation. 

388. You have had no conversation with Father Kilroe at all? — No ; he is too 
much of a gentleman to ask me any questions. 

389. That is the truth, that neither in the steamboat nor on the railway, you 
had any conversation with him ? — No, nor he never asked me. 

Cross-Examined by Mr. Austin. 

390. You had no conversation with him all the way from Athlone ? — No, this 
was all the conversation that might have passed, “ a rough night,” or “ fine 
morning,” or like that ; but electioneering matters, not at all. 

391 . You say there was a person with you who brought this mischief about ; 
who was it ? — One Kelly ; one of their party that was with them. He was one 
of the party that summonsed us up ; he was a companion all along with Father 
Kilroe ; so that, if we had opened our lips, he was a witness. 

392. Is Kelly the mischievous man you speak of?— He is the spring of 
trouble in our town. 

393. Is he a petitioner ? — Yes, a man not worth 4 d. 

394. Kelly is not worth 4 d. ; how many pence is Fallan worth, Pat Fallan? 
— I suppose he could scarcely give his family a decent dinner of potatoes and 
milk. 

395. What is the worldly condition of Marshall ? — He is a pauper, going 
about from house to house, not worth 6 d. 

396. And one Stephen Keeling, what is he? — A sort of a cooper ; if he can 
make three pails in a week, and get the sale of them, it is the most he can do, 

397. Could they, all of them together, pay the costs of your coming to London? 
— No ; I believe I could vow to the Lord they are not able to pay half the 
money. 

398. You say you have had no talk with Father Kilroe ; have you seen this 
gentleman here (Mr. Th/rupp) ? — No. 

399. Have you seen any attorney or gentleman upon the side of Mr. Collett 
since you have been in London ’ —No, I never opened my lips for any one 
person ; for Mr. Collett I could not do so. 

400. Is 
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400. Is it at all true that you have had any collusion with any of the agents 
of Mr. Collett, for the purpose of giving false testimony before this Committee ? 
— I vow to God I have never opened my lips to a man belonging to Mr. Collett. 

40 a. I think you say that you had 51. paid you ? — Yes. 

402. In the month of October last ? — Yes. 

403. By Father Wallace? — Yes. 

404. You said somebody processed you ? — A friend processed me for a debt 
I owed him, and I made an application to Mr. Farrell, for he was a good man in 
the country. 

405. Did you make an application to Mr. Farrell ?— Yes. 

406. Because he was a good man in the country? — Yes. 

407. Does he live near Athlone ? — Yes, he is very often in the town ; I have 
not seen him since last October. 

408. Did you make application to him in consequence of the process ?— I did. 

409. You said you were in need of 5 l. — Yes. 

410. Upon your oath, were you ever bribed to vote at the last election for Mr. 
Collett ?— I could vow to God I never received a bribe from Mr. Collett. 

411. Had you any promise of money from him ? — Never in my life ; I had 
no conversation with him. 

41 2. Have you had any promise since the election, or has any payment been 
made for your vote for Mr.* Collett ? — Never. 

413. At any time ? — Never. 

414. Was that 51. a bribe? — No. 

415. Was it given for your vote ? — It never was ; I would not have asked the 
money from Mr. Farrell only I was in need. 

416. Committee.'] You said, in answer to one question from Mr. Talbot, that 
when Mr. Collett and Mr. Farrell came to you together, Mr. Farrell said nothing 
about being good to you at that time, but he did a few days afterwards ? — He 
said, a few days afterwards, he would be good and kind to me, but I did not see 
him for a long lime ; he never made mention of my vote. 

417. Did he say, when he called upon you with Mr. Collett, that he would be 
good to you or not ? — No, he never made the remark. 

418. You stated afterwards that he did ? — Yes, in a few days after. 

419. It was some days after, he said he could do nothing for you till 14 days 
were gone ? — Yes, it was that he could do nothing for 14 days. 

420. Then you saw Mr. Farrell, and asked him to give you a trifle, because 
you were in embarrassed circumstances ; you remember that ? — Yes. 

421. Did you ask him to give you 51, or ask him to give you a shilling? — 
When do you mean ? 

422. You say you saw Mr. Farrell some time after, and told him you were in 
embarrassed circumstances, and wanted a little relief ? — Yes. 

423. Did you then ask him for 51., or ask him for a shilling or two ? — I never 
made mention of any sum of money, for the money I was processed for was 
over 51. 

424. Why did not you mention the sum ?— I made no mention of any sum ; 
I was processed for 9 1, and I made no mention of it ; I thought the gentleman 
might oblige me with nearly that sum. 

425. Did not you tell Mr. Farrell how much you were processed for? — I sent 
my process to let him know what it was. 

426. Did you send him that process before you saw him, and asked him for a 
trifle, or afterwards ? — Afterwards. 

427. How many days was it after you saw him and asked him for a trifle, that 
you received this 5 1. ? — From June till October. 

428. Had you ever talked to Mr. Farrell about the sum for which you had been 
processed between those times ? — He came to Athlone and inquired for me, and 
I happened to be in the country upon some land, and then he sent a second 
messenger for me, and I was not at home, and he went away ; I had not 
seen him since the first time I asked him, and he said he had no money 
with him. 

429. Were not you surprised to receive so large a sum as 51.1 — No, I have 
often been worth seven times that myself, that is 35/., and I could not be 
surprised at having 5 1. 

430. Did you consider this money as given to you, because Mr. Farrell had 
made you a promise as regarded his own election previously? — He told me, 
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that if I Y0ted for himself, he would give me some money ; hut he never gave 
it me. 

431. He never gave you anything after that ? — Never. 

432. Did he never promise you any sum of money ? — No, he never made 
mention of a particular sum. 

433. Did he not say he would give you 20 Z. ? — At his own general election. 

434. When was that? — Very near two years before that. 

435. Has he ever paid you that? — Indeed he never did. 

436. Have you ever had any of that 20 Z. ?— He gave me 5/., and that was all 
the money that I ever received from the gentleman, and he did not give me that 
either. 

437. In point of fact Mr. Farrell made you this promise of 20 Z. ? — Yes. 

438. And you have received 5 Z. ? — I cannot say from him ; it was not he gave 
it me ; it was Father Wallace gave it me. 

439. You considered that 51, supposing it came from Mr. Farrell, as part of 
the money he had promised you previously to his own election? — I cannot say 
that ; he is as able to process me to-morrow for it as to let it stand over ; he 
could make Mr. Wallace process me for it. 

440. You could be made to pay that 51, you think ?— I could, by Mr. Wallace ; 
why not ? 

441. You did not give Wallace a note of hand for it, did you?— I did not give 
him a note for it. 

442. You said in your last answer, that Mr. Farrell could make Father Wallace 
process you if he liked?— I was speaking in a manner that if it was a thing they 
would do, they have it in their power to process me if they like. 

443. For that 51. ? — Yes, he could, or any other gentleman that would oblige 
me, he could have the same. 

444. You consider that 51. as a loan then ’—Exactly, I think it so ; I think it 
is no other. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. Pickering proposed to call Mr. Attree to contradict the last witness, 
and to show that he had made a different statement in the morning. 



Mr. Thomas Augustus Attree, sworn; Examined by Mr. Talbot. 

445. YOU are a member of the firm of Wimhum & Collett, I believe?— I am. 

446. Who are now conducting this petition ?— Yes. 

447. Have you had an opportunity of seeing the witnesses who were to be the 
witnesses for the petitioners till this morning ? — No. 

448. Did you this morning see among others the witness who has just left the 
box? — Yes. 

449. Where did you see him ?— I saw him at an hotel at the corner of Palace- 
yard. 

450. At Fendall’s hotel ?— I do not know the name. 

451. Did you see him alone? — I did, part of the time, and part of the time 
the clerk was with me. 

452. Were there any of the witnesses there but Curley ?— None. 

453. What was the purpose for which you saw him?— I wished to take down 
the evidence exactly, to get it correct. 

454. Had you had a previous statement communicated to you of what he 
would say ? — Yes. 

455- Was that it {A paper being shown to the Witness') ? — Yes. 

4,56. Did you read from that statement to the witness ?— I asked him several 
questions, and I gave him time to answer, and he said those were the words ; I 
asked him several questions, going through the examination, and said, ‘ is that 
so?” and he said, “ Yes.” 

457. Did you say any thing to him of the kind T put to him just now, about 
speaking the truth; what did you say about that? To speak the whole 
truth, that I wished nothing but what was the truth, nothing but the whole 
truth. 

458. Did you tell him before he began, or after ? — I had only asked him one 
or two questions, when I mentioned that to him. 

459. Did 
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459. Did he at that time tell you, that at the time that Mr. Farrell and 
Mr. Collett called upon him together, Mr. Collett, in the presence of Mr. Farrell, 
said, that in 14 days after the election he would behave well to him, and give 
him something handsome?— He said so, distinctly. 

460. Committee.'] That Mr. Collett, in the presence of Mr. Farrell, said so? — 
That Mr. Collett, in the presence of Mr. Farrell, said that. 

461. Mr. Talbot.] Did he say to you that Mr. Farrell explained to him that 
Mr. Collett could not give him any money before because of the petition ? — He 
did ; I ashed him whether that was so, and he said, yes. 

462. Did you read it distinctly to him? — I read it distinctly ; I put the questions 
distinctly, and he gave me distinct answers. 

463. Did he appear to understand you ? — He did. 

464-5. Did he say to you any thing to the effect which he just now denied, that 
Mr. Collett said that what Mr. Farrell said, he would uphold ? — I said, do you 
recollect Mr. Collett saying that any thing which Mr. Farrell might say would 
be law ; and he altered it by saying “ he would uphold.” 

466. You had got it in your brief “ would be law,” and he altered it, and said, 
“ he would uphold?” — Yes. 

467. Did he tell you that he had received any money from Mr. Farrell, besides 
the 5 1 . he had got from Father Wallace ? — Yes. 

468. Committee.] I understood you to say that you asked the last witness whe- 
ther Mr. Collett had said, in Mr. Farrell’s presence, that what Mr. Farrell said 
should be considered by him as law, and the witness admitted the truth of the 
statement, with the exception that he substituted the word “ uphold ” for the 
Word “ law” ? — The witness Curley did. 

469. Mr. Talbot.] Did he tell you that he had received any money from Mr. 
Farrell, or any tiring to that effect? — He did. 

470. What did he say upon that subject, what was the question you put, and 
his answer ? — I asked him if he recollected going to the assizes, and there meet- 
ing Mr. Farrell ; I think it was in the court-yard, and he said he received 5 l. 
in the court-yard from Mr. Farrell. 

471. At what time ? — At the assizes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Austin. 

472. Did you put these questions to him distinctly ? — I did. 

473. Did he make the answers positively that you have stated ? — Yes. 

474. You have heard him examined here? — Yes. 

475. Have you heard him give answers in direct opposition to the answers 
which you report as having been given by him to you this morning ? — I have. 

476. Do you therefore suppose that the man has committed perjury ? — It is a 
most strange thing; I cannot but feel greatly astonished at it. 

477. Have you any doubt that he has committed perjury? — I have no doubt 
of it. 

478. Plave you any doubt, according to your means of judgment, that the wit- 
ness has committed perjury ?— He stated one story there, and another here. 

479. Have you any doubt that he has committed perjury ? — I have not. 

480. That he has committed perjury in the four instances which you have been 
asked to now ? — 

The Chairman intimated to Mr. Austin, that when Curley was before the 
present witness, he was not on oath. 

481. Mr. Austin.] Have you any doubt that he was guilty of deliberate false- 
hood ? — I have none. 

482. Upon those four occasions? — Yes, those four. 

483. Who is your client? — Each of the petitioners. 

484. Do you know the petitioners personally?— No, only from report. 

485. When you say that they are your clients, you mean in one sense that you 
have had a retainer from them, namely, the document which we had before us 
yesterday ? — Yes. 

486. Were they your clients on the 8th of February ?— They were not. 

487. That retainer therefore, in respect of the date of it, is not true ?— There 

is some mistake about it. . 

488. When were they your clients ?— I did not consider them my clients with 
regard to the petition, till I had the briefs in my hand ; I did not consider ray- 
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self really retained till I had got all the papers in my hands for the purpose of 
conducting the petition. 

489. When was that ? — On Monday. 

490. What Monday, of this week ?— The Monday of this week. 

49 1 . They were not your clients till then ?— I did not consider myself retained 
till the Monday ; I beg to correct that I did not consider myself in a condition to 
go on with the petition till Monday morning. 

492. Committee.'] You did not consider yourself retained? — Not retained 
exactly ; but I was not in a position to go on. 

493. You retract the answer about being retained ? — Yes. 

Mr. Austin proposed to recall Mr. Attree at a future stage of the 
proceedings. 

James Roper, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Pickering. 

494. DO you live at Athlone ?— I do. 

495. Do you know Mr. Collett?— I do ; I saw him in Athlone. 

496. Do you remember the last election?— I do. 

497. You voted at it, I believe ? — I did. 

498. Before that election did you see him ? — I did see him before. 

499. How much before ? — Two or three days before ; I cannot exactly swear 
how long. 

500. Where were you when you saw him ? — In the street. 

501. Who was with him when you saw him ? — Mr. Farrell and Mr. O’Con- 
neil. the doctor, and a man of the name Mr. Fallen, our two doctors, and, I dare 
say, upwards of a hundred people. 

502. Do you know Father Kilroe? — Yes. 

503. Was Father Kilroe there ? — Not the day he canvassed me ; I saw him 
at the election. 

504. Are you sure Father Kilroe was not present at that time ? — Indeed, I 
cannot say ; I did not see him ; there was, may be, 200 people there, but Father 
Kilroe was not there. 

505. Before the election did Father Kilroe ever talk to you about it? — No, he 
did not, but Mr. Farrell did ; he was the first man that spoke to me ; he intro- 
duced Mr. Collett as a friend of his. 

506. What did he say to you at the time he introduced him?— That Mr. Col- 
lett was a friend, and a gentleman that would stand for the country, and vote for 
Ireland ; that was the word he said. 

507. Did Mr. Collett say any thing?— He said he would. 

508. Was any thing else said to you before the election by Mr. Collett? — 
Nothing else ; that was the day he canvassed me. 

509. Was that the only time you saw him ? — That was the first time ; I saw 
him on the coach the day before, but had no conversation with him. 

510. Did you see Mr. Farrell more than the time you have mentioned ? — Yes, 
during the election. 

511. Were you canvassed at any time but that ? — That was the first day. 

512. Were you canvassed again? — Yes. 

513. By whom?— By Mr. Collett and Dr. O’Connell and Mr. Farrell, and 
different people of the town ; in fact, all the liberal people and Catholics were 
there. 

■514. Did Mr. Farrell say any thing to you, or give you any reason besides 
that you have mentioned for voting for Mr. Collett ?— No. 

515. That you swear? — Yes, only that he was a liberal man for the country. 

,516. Did Mr. Farrell say nothing else to you as a reason why you should vote 
for Mr. Collett, hut that which you have mentioned ? — No, upon my oath. 

517. Did he ever promise you any money ? — No. 

518. Did Mr. Collett ever promise you any money? — No. 

519. That you swear ? — Yes. 

520. Have you ever said that Mr. Farrell promised you money if you would 
vote for Mr. Collett? — No. 

521. Have you never said to any one that Mr. Farrell promised you money 
if you would vote for Mr. Collett ? — He never promised a farthing to me. 

522. Has Father Kilroe ever promised you any money ? — lie gave me some. 

523. Did he make you any promise?— Yes. 

524. Have 
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524. Have you never said that Father Kilroe made you a promise if you would 
vote for Mr. Collett ?— He never did. 

525. Have you ever said so ? — No, he did not. 

526. Have you ever said so ? — No, I have not. 

527. You never have ? — He never said it to me. 

528. Have you ever told any body he did ? — I never did tell any person 
that. 

529. Do you know a person of the name of Thomas Hand? — I do not. 

530. Have you never seen, in Athlone, a gentleman that said he came from 
London ? — Ido not know ; I saw a gentleman with Mr. Mosse ; I did not know 
his name. 

531. Did not you ever tell him that a large sum of money had been promised 
to you before the election ; I do not ask you by whom, but did not you tell him 
that a large sum of money had been offered you if you would vote for Mr. Collett ? 
— No. 

532. That you swear ? — That I swear ; I did not say that ; I may have said 
that a large sum of money had been offered to me if I would vote on the other 
side. 

533. Do I understand you to swear that you never said that you were pro- 
mised a large sum of money if you would vote for Mr. Collett? — No, I have not ; 
I could have had 45 sovereigns on the other side. 

534. Upon your oath, you have never said that which I have asked you now? 
— Never. 

53 5. At the election you voted for Mr. Collett, I suppose? — I did. 

536. After the election did you see Father Kilroe any where? — I did. 

537. How long after the election '? — The day of my conversation was about 
the middle of August. 

538. Did you receive any money from him? — Yes. 

539. When was that? — I believe in the month of August. 

540. Did you ask him for any money, or did he offer it to you ? — I had rebuilt 
my house ; it was but one story, and I raised it to two ; he walked by the door 
oftentimes, and asked me, why did not I glaze my windows ? I told him it was 
not convenient at the present time to glaze them ; there was an undertaker in 
the town, and he asked me if he sold glass. 

541. You are making a very long story? — I will put it short for you; he 
asked if he kept glass ; I said I did not know, and that, if he did, I would not 
wish to go there, for he charged too high ; so, in the course of a few days, he 
gave me 5 /. 

542. Had he ever given you any money before? — Never. 

543. Did you ask him for any money at that time ? — He spoke of it himself ; 
he mentioned the glass, and said that I should get the windows glazed, and gave 
me 51 . ; that is the whole of the story I have to tell you. 

544. Was any thing about the election mentioned at the time of this con- 
versation ? — No. 

545. On your oath, he never mentioned a word of it? — No. 

546. Was any thing said about the election by Father Kilroe when he gave 
you the money ? — Not by him. 

547. Was any thing said by you ? —No, he gave me the money, that was all. 

54S. Have you ever said to anyone that you were disappointed at the small- 
ness of the sum you received ? — 1 never said any such thing ; I never considered 
that I would get a halfpenny till then. 

549. Have you ever said that you were disappointed at the smallness of the 
sum that you had received ? — No, 1 never made any complaint at all. 

5. r ,C). 1 ask you again, have you never said that you were disappointed at 
receiving only 51 ., when you were promised a larger sum ?— I never did. 

551 . You have never said so ? — I never did. 

.552. That you swear? — Upon my oath I never expected that I would get a 
halfpenny till then. 

553. Have you ever said that the sum you received was very small?— I do 
not know ; I may have said it was small, but I expected no money. 

,554. You must remember whether you have said so or not ; have you ever 
said that the sum you received was exceedingly small ? — I will tell you what I 
remember. 

555. Have you ever said that? — I do not think I ever did. 

97- d 3 556- Will 
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556. Will you swear you never said so ? — I heard a communication going 
through the town that there was a great deal of money left, but I never thought 
that I would get any. 

557. Committee.'] Left by whom ?— I did not hear who left the money, hut I 
heard that there was a great deal of money left j hut I was never promised a 
farthing in my life, and did not expect it. 

558. Mr. Pickering .] After calling that fact to your memory, I ask you, have 
you or not ever said that you were disappointed at receiving so small a sum as 
51. ?— May be I did ; I cannot recollect it ; in conversation in the course of a 
year one may not remember all that is said ; the gentleman that gave me that 
never promised me a farthing till the day he gave it me. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Wrangham. 

559. Father Kilroe is the Roman-catholic priest I believe ?— He is. 

560. One day in August observing your windows in an unfinished state he 
gave you 51. ? — He asked me the question, did such a man keep glass, and I said 
I did not know, and that I considered him too dear, and then in the course of a 
few days he gave me the 51. to get my windows mended. 

561. Committee.] Did you get your windows glazed? — Yes. 

562. Did many other people get their windows glazed about that time? — I do 
not know of any who wanted their windows glazed but myself. 

563. Committee .] Did you consider the money from Father Kilroe in the light 
of a loan ? — No ; I did not consider that it was a loan ; I never promised to pay 
him again. 

564. Where do you think the money came from ? — Faith, I do not know' ; 
I could not swear to that, you know. 

565. Is it the habit of a Roman-catholic clergyman to give his parishioners 
money to glaze their windows ? — Faith, I never knew him to give money to 
glaze windows before ; I have only known him to lend money for charitable 
purposes, but never any money for that. 

566. When Father Kilroe gave you the 51. did you say to him, “It is very 
kind of you,” or ask him who told him to give you that? — No ; I thanked him 
for it. There is no gentleman here who would expect that a man of my age 
would forswear himself ; we have souls, and if we lose our soul we cannot get a 
second ; I tell you the truth. 

567. How long after the conversation with regard to the windows did you 
receive the 51. from Mr. Kilroe ? — I think he gave it me in about four or five, or 
six days afterwards. 

568. Did he say at the time of the first conversation, or four or five days 
afterwards, when he gave you the money, what was the reason why he gave you 
the money? — Those were the very words ; he passed by the windows, and told 
me to go to Kelly, and get some glass for them ; I said he was too dear, and he 
never made me a promise of 51. till he met me in the street, and said, “ I will 
give you 5 /. to get your windows glazed, for I will have a station there in the 
course of a few days ; the Catholic priest goes from house to house. 

569. What do you mean by a station ? — The priest goes to the house to hear 
the family their duties and confessions. 

570. This conversation as to glazing your windows, and having a station 
there, was in the first instance, when he met you in the street?— In the first 
instance. 

571. Who gave you that money ? — Father Kilroe. 

572. With his own hands ? — Yes. 

573. About four days afterwards ? —It might be another day to that. 

574. When he gave you the 5 /. four or five days after, did he say any thing to 
you ?— He said to me to go and get the windows glazed ; that he would hold a 
station at the house. 

57,5. That was pretty much what he had said before ? — Yes. 

576. He said nothing more ? — No. 

577. Did the glazing cost 51. ? — No. 

578. How much did it cost ? — About 31. 10s. 

579. When did you first get a summons to come here? — I was served at the 
January Fair, about the 21st of January, with a notice, and l was summoned 
after that on Monday. 

580. Do you mean Monday last? — Yes. 

581. Did 
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581 . Did you get the summonses and the money together ? — I did. 

582. You got the money and the summons at the same time? — Yes, about 
1 o' o’clock. It was a great loss and hardship that we had to go to Kingstown ; 
and we were charged 1 1., and we had the dear trains to come up by afterwards ; 
we could not get the cheap train. 

583. Do you know if the post was late in arriving at Athlone on Saturday 
last ?— I was not served till near 12 o’clock on Monday. 

584. Mr. Serjeant Wrangham.] You said that you had had five and forty 
sovereigns offered to you for your vote, on the other side ? —Yes, a gentleman 
did offer me that. He said that if I would take his word for it, he would give 
me 5 /. for my expenses to go out of the town, and he would give me 45 
sovereigns if I would vote. 

585. That was to vote for Mr. Beresford? — Yes. 

[The witness withdrew. 

Mr. Serjeant Wrangham suggested to Mr. Talbot, whether, after the 
evidence that had been given, he would proceed with the examination of 
any further witnesses. 

Mr. Talbot stated, that the witnesses had certainly given very different 
answers from those which he had been prepared to expect ; that he had 
reason to believe, as the result of inquiries made by his client, as to the 
other witnesses, that he was likely to meet with still greater difficulty in 
his examination of them, than he had already experienced as to those 
who had been examined ; that, under these circumstances, he felt it his 
duty to yield to the suggestion of Mr. Serjeant Wrangham, and to with- 
draw from the further prosecution of the Petition. 

The Committee-room was cleared. 

After some time, the Counsel and parties were again called in, and in- 
formed, that the Committee had resolved, “ That John Collett, Esquire, is 
duly elected a Burgess to serve in the present Parliament, for the 
Borough of Athlone.” 
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